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THE CUSTODIAN OF THE WORLD RENOWNED
MEWAR LEGACY OF UDAIPUR, SHEDS LIGHT ON
! . AN UNBROKEN, LIVING HERITAGE OF INDIAN
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Spirituality and worldly prosperity were
never at odds with each other in Hindun
scripture, We are thinking of the idea of
artha, kama, dharma and moksha, where
artha prescribes worldly wealth as a
legitimate goal. How did the Mewars look
upon this, given the dynasty had a richly
:-pm.unl base with Eklingji at the centre?
Artfa,  Karng, o
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they are certainly not ultima “-.Jllx To me these
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Spintuality is the ultimate luxery for the soul and s
also a way of life, But divine luxury comes with its
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beyond ourselves. Having wisdom is spiritual and o
Iuxury “To serve people is loxury for me,
<=l to serve mankind
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We are highly aware of the
and give back 1o society. Spintuality and senvice 1o
sociely are two sides of the same coin. With the
Ilessines of Shree Eklingnathji, our lives are that ol
mere Custodians, We think and act for others, That
v forefathers did and [ am attermpting to
Tolloww their panciples and values,”

The Crystal Gallery of Udaipur houses
rare crystal that Maharana Sajjan Singh (n
1874-84) ordered from F&C Osler & Co in
England in 1877. The Maharana died before
it arrived, and all the items stayed forgotten
and packed up in boxes for 110 years!
Clearly Maharana Sajjan Singh travelled
widely and had a highly developed fondness
for beautiful things. What stories did youn
hear as a child growing up, about him, and
his Luu.u:'llﬁﬁlcnﬁf"

Sajjan Singhji's life was meteoric; he
may be ned woa blazing meteor in our skies,
Yet in his briel” life be made a huge and visionary
impact. In fact he never ventured overseas and the
y cryvstal he ordered was indicative of the changing
P g i needs of a new generation of the Rovalty of Mewar

is what 1

e ""}.J""'".* < in the 1880s, A hundred vears before, it would have

1 | LT --'r '_ been unthinkable and unaffordable! Sajjan Singh

. _ sk . _I it ils Y L@ : TS L e e L . __1 i A also began the newspaper sysier |L.in Mewar and ..1I.x<~
L F -"'-r. | C "'L'- ', " % L. e A ol Facls i T - “._. o . " - 2= . : v SFW‘WS'“B"' . seloupy |..|| B |Ih| |I". ”-. WAES ENVINONMment CONCIous
: Lo ertah s 2 . . : i . syl ' f ; ﬂHWBrmn?dl.h,_*. and planted hundreds of wees. >

H: Nrcr&lt W-us.ih 5

HELLO? DECEMBER 2017 T3




® Hriro! Rovyaispeak

Yes, | am honoured to have established the
Crystal Gallery at Fatch Prakash Palace, The
City Palace, Udaipur, It was a labour of love
and my humble tribute w0 Maharana Sajjan
Singhji. The collection includes a bewildering
number of objects dary; dinner sets, perfume
bottles, decanters, glasses, washing bowls and
even furniture, The Crystal Gallery also houses
the only crystal bed in the world! The collection
has been customised [or the House of Mewar;
the Crest of Mewar being delicately etched on
the crystal, adding yet another amazing facer”
What made the Mewars so prosperous?
“Mewar was never prosperous  nor wealthy
like the Princely States of Hyderabad, Mysore,
Bikaner, Gwalior or Kashmir cte, Above all, the
real prosperity lay in our people, Mewar was
abways highly regarded for its principled service
tor humanity, This is our true prosperity and we
continue our service o mankind through Eternal
Mewar. It is alter all, our living heritage.”
What are some stories we can relay about
your vintage car collections and your
love of them? Which are your favourite
and rich in sentimental valoe?

“The vimtage cars have been a lile-long passion.
Each one is a favourite of mine, though T may
be particulady partial to the MG TC 1946, a
delightful gem of a four-cylinder two-seater
that | purchased sometime in the 1970s It's
my favoured mode of transport within The
City Palace. Stories are aplenty when it comes
o the 1924 Rolls-Royee GLK 21, Tt is the most
celebrated, awarded and photgraphed beauty
in our collection, All her stories have been
compiled into a luxurious book. Cheek out the
website: hiipe/Fwwme mpalcarsefidaipurorg/ — there
are enough tales in it to All a hundred pages or
make an entire film!"™
We noticed that

in your extensive

restoration efforts, you have sourced the
original materials that went into building

the beautiful pavillions and structures
on Jag Mandir island. How do these old
materials complement the environment
and help preserve the purity of it?
“lagmandir Island Palace is not merely a
pleasure-palace built by my forefathers but an
engineenng marvel, We can barely match those
[eats even in the 218t century.

Yes, we have done our bit o renovate it
revitalize the island-palace 1o its glory We are
delighted to share, that only a day before this
interview,  Matthew  Teitelbaum,  Director,

Museum of Fine Ars, Boston, USA and his
wife Susan Cohen, visited The Ciy Palace
Museum and took great interest in our ongoing

A wview of Jagmandir Island Palace at sunset
(topmost; Mini-crystal throme with a crystal
Ganesha, (above) and a crystal sofa set, both by
F&C Osler, embedded with the Mewar royal crest

conservation  projects, We  reproduce  below
the comments in the Museon Guest Book A
Conservation project that is a gifl wo the World.?
We could not have received a higher accolade.™
What was your relationship with a
luxurious legacy growing up?

“While it is a privilege to be born in the Mewar

Family, I was also fortunate o have mindiul
parcnts and experienced governesses. Together
they ensured that we wore hand-me-downs of
our elder siblings, didn’t waste food served 1o us
ane didn’t behave as if we owned the world.

I grew up wanting w be a cricketer, a
sportsman and [ spared no efforts 1o become
one, Yes, | was conscious of our rich legacies
and heritage but at age 15 or 25, | was more
concerned about the quality of willow used in
my cricket bat than the scenic beaoty of Lake
Pichola. It was much-much later that Tuxury’
took a different interpretation for me.”

How do you feel when you see technology
replacing people... do you feel old world
hospitality is essential to a sense of
luxury in a highly accelerated world?
“Technology can substitute people 1o an extent.
We use technology o help us preserve our
heritage and culture, Technology is merely
engaged to achieve our ulimate goal of
preserving our identity. Yes, we have retained,
and also revived, many of the protocols and
practices within The City Palace, FEven here the
technology is assisting in managing ancient, age-
old practices more efficiently,. The traditional
Palace Band is definitely one of these wraditions
and it s my favourite. Above all the biggest
luxury in our fast-paced life is the luxury of dme.
You need to be innately creative to create time
e enjoy the lusurics that life presents belore
vour, IF one wants w truly relish luxury, one must
create the time to enjoy it, preserve i
What have been some of your most
memorable  experiences conveying
Udaipur’s rich association with luxury
that involved handicraft, globally?
“I have always emphasized that our brand of
luxury has o be modelled on our heritage and
culture, This will ensure we remain trendsetters
and not keep chasing others. We have immense
talent, no rquestion about that, What we lack is
a strong belief in our own |:u_|1mui:|] 1o showcase
brands built on our heritage ane culture,
It is difficult but not an impossible task to blend
the forces of tradition and modernity. We need
to strengthen our self-confidence and ]:-r]dl'
in our ability to make Indian luxury brands
unigque, stronger and rooted in our values, Let’s
dovit...now anel not later!”
TEXT: SANGEETA WADHWANI
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